
2019 

School-Based Dental Sealant Programs 
The Community Preventive Servcies Task Force recommends school-based sealant delivery programs based on 
strong evidence of effectiveness in preventing dental caries (tooth decay) among children. This recommendtion 
is based on evidence that shows these programs increase the number of children who receive selants at school, 
and that dental sealants result in a large reduction in tooth decay among school-aged children (ages 5 to 16). 

-Guide to Community Preventative Services, 2013. Community Preventative Services Task Force,

U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. https//www.thecommunityguide.org/ 

School-based dental sealant programs (SBSPS) in Ohio typically: 

• Provide dental sealants to children in school settings

• Target schools where 40% or more of the students
are eligible for the Free/Reduced Price Meals Program

• Target second and sixth grades

• With parental consent, have dental hygienist/dental
assistant teams place sealants

• Use portable dental equipment

• Check the sealants of third- and seventh-grade students
who received sealants in second or sixth grades
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Data from five statewide surveys of Ohio third grade schoolchildren show that the prevalence of dental sealants has increased since 

1998-99. At 48%, Ohio far exceeds the national benchmark for the percentage of children with one or more sealants (28%). 
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https://www.thecommunityguide.org/findings/dental-caries-cavities-school-based-dental-sealant-delivery-programs


https://www.mchoralhealth.org/Dental-Sealant/
https://odh.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odh/know-our-programs/oral-health-program/Preventing-Oral-Diseases/
https://odh.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odh/know-our-programs/oral-health-program/welcome-to

