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Sewage Treatment Systems Technical Advisory Committee 

MEETING NOTES 

NOTE: Quorum was not established; no formal action could be set forth by the committee; 

informal discussion ensued 

 

Date:    Tuesday, February 14, 2017 

Time:   10:00 a.m.   

Place:  BWC/OSOSH  

13430 Yarmouth Drive 

Pickerington, Ohio 

 

TAC Members in Attendance: 

ODH Director of Health Representative & TAC Secretary Rachel Townsend 

Manufacturer Representative: Zak Sherman 

Manufacturer Representative: Chris Mandich 

Ohio EPA DSW Engineer:  Brian Hall 

Ohio Townships Association:  Perry Brock 

 

Absent: 

Academic:  Karen Mancl 

Public Representative:  Christopher Schraff  

 

Awaiting Re-appointment 

Professional Engineer:  Walt Sandefur 

OEHA Registered Sanitarian & Chair:  Dan Lark, Lake County General Health District 

 

Vacant 

AOHC Health Commissioner 

AOHC Health Commissioner 

ODA Soil Scientist 

Installer 

Designer 

 

Guests: 

Cary Feller Jr:  Consolidated Treatment Systems 

Matt Deaton:  Deaton Soil Services 

Thad Boggs:  Frost Brown Todd 

Matt Lane:  Ohio Department of Agriculture 

Garrett Jensen:  Norweco Inc. 

Aleksandr Yakhnitskiy:  Ohio EPA 

 

Other ODH participants 

Brandon Bernhardt 

Kyle Bianco 

Dusty Gurney 

Andrew Thomas 
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Welcome and Introduction: 

The meeting was called to order at 10:20 AM by Dan Lark.  Quorum was not established; no 

formal action could be set forth by the committee; informal discussion ensued.  

 

Discussion of TAC Appointments Update 
Dusty Gurney provided an update on TAC appointments and vacancies.  Re-appointments for 

Brian Hall, Zak Sherman, and Karen Mancl have been confirmed.  Dusty has reached out to 

ODH’s governmental affairs liaison for information on the re-appointments for Dan Lark and 

Walt Sandefur, as well as, the two AOHC nominations.  Perry Brock’s term will expire by the 

next TAC meeting; he has re-submitted his application.  Matt Lane will follow up on his 

appointment to fulfill the vacancy left by Matt Deaton’s departure from the Ohio Department of 

Agriculture.  Those seeking appointment for the open positions need to follow up with the 

applicable appointing body.  Reaching out to your local representative could help to expedite the 

appointment process.  Bylaws allow for members to continue serving up to 60 days after their 

term has expired.        

 

Approval/modification to the agenda 
Since quorum was not established, formal actions by the committee could not take place.  

 

Approval of January 10, 2017 meeting minutes 
Since quorum was not established, formal actions by the committee could not take place.  Any 

editorial notes provided were recorded and will be incorporated in the draft for the March TAC 

meeting (assuming quorum).    

 

Hydro-Action Manufacturing Modification Request 

Since quorum was not present formal actions by the committee could not take place.  The 

modification request was lightly discussed.  Clarification on the timeline for TAC 

recommendation to the Director was deliberated since quorum was not established.  The TAC 

has 90 days after receipt of a complete application to make a recommendation to the Director 

(April 16, 2017.)  Questions arose whether this application was indeed requesting a modification 

to replace a tank in already approved configurations or if this would be a new listing.  Walt 

Sandefur also pointed out that clarification is needed on the data analyses submission.  If they are 

submitting new data it needs to be the raw data collected, not just the results. Hydro-Action will 

need to provide clarification.        

 

Spray Irrigation Systems-Special Device Approval and winter problems 

Draft language to communicate to the director concerns regarding the current language of the 

Special Device Approval (SDA) for spray irrigation was discussed.  It was brought up that it 

should clarify that the issue being communicated is that some systems are experiencing the spray 

heads associated with this technology were “freezing causing damage which prevents 

oscillation.”     
 

Discussion ensued on the existing SDA and what language could be modified, as well as, the 

SDA referencing a 3rd party document (OSU Bulletin 912,) instead of a stand-alone document.  

Points of dialog included:  When an updated version of Bulletin 912 would be released, if 
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language on “rotational delay” would be included in the revised bulletin, the SDA needs to 

specifically note the version and date of publication for the bulletin referenced, or the SDA 

language needs to be revised to remove the design standard referencing the bulletin and 

incorporate the baseline requirements for a design in the SDA itself.  Zak Sherman expressed 

concern on the vulnerability of the TAC and ODH not being able to have control of bulletin 

content if it continues to evolve and be referenced in the SDA.     

 

Questions were also raised on if there is a 5-year review of the SDA.  Rachel Townsend stated 

that the general process is that at the time of the 5-year rule review the technology allowed by the 

SDA is evaluated, it can then become incorporated into revised rule, be determined to not be 

suitable for inclusion in the rules, or determined to need additional time as an SDA before 

evaluation for suitability to incorporate into the rules.  

 

Matt Deaton addressed the committee on input he received from an Ohio Department of 

Agriculture Engineer who has had experience with spray irrigation systems on local Ohio dairy 

farms.  The engineer had noted that he had never experienced any breakage on the systems he 

had observed as long as the system was designed for proper drain back and pressure. He also 

noted that the systems did not utilize heat tape, and that the waste is not pretreated.  The 

committee expressed interest on gathering more information on the dairy farm systems.     

 

TAC Standards and Guidelines for Data Submission 
Walt Sandefur has incorporated the edits from Dr. Tumeo and it was sent to Ohio EPA for 

review by an in-house statistician.  A few items were noted to be edited for clarity.  Walt 

Sandefur also noted that the current standards and guidelines do not specify a minimum 

confidence interval.  

 

Update on the Tertiary Treatment guidelines 

Chris Schraff was not present.  No update. 
 

Other Items of Discussion 

 Brian Hall spoke briefly on updates surrounding Ohio EPA NPDES data collection.   

 ODH requested any editorial notes be documented on the TAC Annual Report.  The 

report is required by Statute and must be submitted to the General Assembly not later 

than ninety days after the end of the calendar year.   

 Cursory discussion occurred on proposed Senate Bill 31.       

 

Next meeting: 

The next TAC meeting is scheduled for March 14, 2017, at BWC/OCOSH. 

 

Adjourn: 

The unofficial meeting ended at 12:15.    
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