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Purpose

• ORC 3718.07 requires it.

• Establish baseline statewide

• Initial surveys will not be scored

• Use findings to help determine training 
needs

• Contractors 

• Sanitarians

• System Owners



Scheduling

• A third of the health districts will be 
scheduled each year

• Staff will be assigned to the individual 
surveys quarterly

• Once assigned, will contact health district to 
confirm survey dates



Items to gather before the survey dates

• Fee Review

• Cost analysis for fee categories

• Notices of proposed fee increases

• BOH minutes for fee adoption

• Proof of publication of fees



• Policy Review

• Optional Board Action Items 

• Any “supplemental” rules adopted by BOH

• A list of registered contractors and categories of 
registration, for the current registration year.



Worksheets

• Health District Information

• Fee Categories

• Health District Optional Services

• Operation and Maintenance Tracking

• Optional Board Action Items 



Health District Information 
Worksheet





Fee Category Worksheet



Health District Optional Services Worksheet



Health District Optional Services

• Sanitarians authorized by the BOH to 
perform soil evaluations?

• BOH resolution(s) naming individual sanitarians 
authorized to perform soil evaluations

• Offered STS Design Services?

• Permitted Land Application Sites?

• Lot Splits or Subdivision Applications?



Operation & Maintenance Tracking Worksheet



Optional Board Items Worksheet





Logistics

• Meeting with health commissioner, 
environmental health director, or designated 
representative

• Answer any questions

• Logistics

• Completed worksheets provided to surveyor



Administrative Review
• Contractor Registration

• Permit/Location File Completeness Review

• STS Design Review

• Operation & Maintenance Tracking Permits

• Subdivisions & New Lots

• Optional Services

• Soil Evaluations

• STS Designs
• Land Application of 

Septage



Administrative 

• Information from the worksheets regarding 
fees and board actions will be reviewed

• Contractor Registration worksheet will be 
used to select the contractor registration files 
to review.



Contractor Registration Files

• Sample Size

• Registration documents on file

• Application

• Testing

• General Liability Insurance

• Surety Bond

• CE

• System specific training/certification

• Septage Hauler Vehicle 
Permits

• Vehicle inspection reports

• Enforcement Actions





Permit/Location File Completeness 
• Sample Size

Number Issued 

Number to be 

Reviewed 

Number Issued Number to be 

Reviewed 
1 - 24 All 131 -147 35
25 - 54 25 148 – 167 36
55 – 59 26 168 – 191 37
60 – 64 27 192 – 222 38
65 – 71 28 223 – 262 39
71 – 78 29 263 – 316 40
79 – 86 30 317 – 394 41
87 – 94 31 395 – 514 42
95 – 105 32 515 – 725 43
106 – 116 33 726 – 1192 44
117 – 130 34 1193 – 5000 45



Permit Documents on File
• Permit to Install, Alter, (or Abandon) a STS

• Approval or disapproval of the permit 
application

• Verification that approved site review matches 
permit

• Installation inspections, approval or 
disapproval of the installation

• As-Built

• 12-month inspection



Site Review 

• Local site review application

• Soil evaluation is complete

• Verification of soil evaluator qualifications



Design Completeness Review

• Review interpretation of soil evaluation for 
compatible design selection

• VSD requirements met

• SILR

• HLLR

• Soil depth credits applied correctly (VSD, not in-
situ)

• Engineered Drainage (if applicable)



Design Completeness Review

• Incremental repair/replacement plan*

• Design approval or disapproval

• Necessary documentation for NPDES coverage*

• STS abandonment*

• Operation and Maintenance Tracking Permit

* If applicable









STS Design In Depth Review

• Review of at least one STS design of each 
type permitted by the health district



Operation & Maintenance Tracking 
Permits

• Review of the worksheet provided 

• Discussion of the current status of the 
program

• O&M Tracking permits in location files 

• Surveyor may request examples of specific 
types of operation permits



• All systems under permit since January 1, 
2015 enrolled

• All systems that have NPDES coverage from 
Ohio EPA enrolled

• Implementation plan to enroll existing 
systems

• Permit fee is separate from inspection fee



• Records organized by address

• Terms and conditions of permits for varying 
technologies/system types

• Mechanism for tracking maintenance 
activities

• System owner option to provide proof of 
maintenance in lieu of LHD inspection



Subdivisions & New Lots

• Sample size

• If subdivision application(s) received during the 
survey period, at least one will be reviewed

• If new lot application(s) received during the 
survey period, at least one will be reviewed



• Local application form

• Soil evaluation

• Scaled Drawing with acreage, lot lines, site 
information, STS options (No NPDES)

• Order 1 or 2 soil surveys (as applicable) 

• Written Ohio EPA consultation (25+ lots)

• BOH approval or disapproval





Optional Services

• Soil Evaluation

• STS Design

• Land Application of Septage



Optional: Soil Evaluation

• List of the individual sanitarian(s) approved 
by BOH to conduct soil evaluations

• BOH resolution(s) identifying the individual 
sanitarian(s)

• Sample Size

• At least one completed by each sanitarian 
performing soil evaluations



Review for Completeness

• Soil evaluation form used

• NRCS nomenclature used to describe site and 
soil characteristics

• Limiting conditions properly identified and 
documented

• Site drawing complete





Optional: STS Design

• List of sanitarians who perform design 
services

• Sample size

• At least one completed by each sanitarian 
performing STS design services



Design Review

• Description of dwelling or building to be 
served

• Designation of DDF and soil loading rates 
used in the design (rationale for variance)

• Description of system materials, devices, & 
components

• Construction and installation notes (including 
manufacturer installation instructions)



• Operation & Maintenance requirements, 
manuals and instructions

• Complete site drawing

• Location of all STS components & devices

• Designation of replacement area

• Horizontal isolation distance documentation

• Location of soil borings/description



• Plan view drawing

• Location and configuration of STS with soil 
absorption area dimensions and elevations

• Ground surface elevations & component 
elevations

• Pump selection information*

• Pressure distribution network calculations 
and description*

*as applicable





Optional: Land Application

• List of Permitted Land Application Sites

• Sample Size

• At least one permitted site will be reviewed



• Written permission from property owner

• Order 2 soil survey

• Site inspection completed

• Soil testing compliance (every two years)

• Permit expiration one-year from date of 
issuance

• Site meets horizontal isolation distances 



• Methods of pathogen reduction and vector 
control

• Calculations of nitrogen application rate 
appropriate to site vegetation

• Requires trash screening and disposal 

• Review of any enforcement actions 





Variances



Enforcement



Field Evaluation

• Observation of a 12-month inspection 

• Discussion of site review and installation 
inspection activities on-site

• Verification that staff has access and is 
knowledgeable of the appropriate tools 



STS Program
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