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  Coronavirus Disease 2019  
 

Information and Checklist on Ohio National Guard Deployment 

Protecting Against COVID-19 
 

Ohio Governor Mike DeWine has called upon the Ohio National Guard to assist in the state’s response to 
COVID-19. Members of the Guard are helping in several ways funded through state and federal dollars. 

 
Residents should not panic if they see Ohio National Guard soldiers, airmen, and/or military vehicles in 
their neighborhoods. For more information on the Guard and its response, visit ong.ohio.gov. 
 
Support at Long-term Care Facilities 
 
Guard members are assisting with the collection of COVID-19 test specimens and with staffing needs at a 
long-term care facilities.  
 
How the Guard is helping: 
 

Teams of medically trained personnel are part of the Congregate Care Unified Response Teams 
testing residents and staff for COVID-19 at nursing homes. 

• All staff will be tested to help administrators gauge the status of the disease in their 
facilities and curb spread. 

• In facilities where residents or staff have confirmed or assumed cases, residents also will 
be tested if they have likely been exposed to COVID-19 to help administrators take 
actions to contain the disease.  

 
Personnel helping with administrative needs; cleaning, cooking, and laundry service; and nursing 
and medical care at an assisted living center in Hocking County. 

 
 
Sample Testing Assistance 
 
Guard personnel conducted sample testing on residents and staff at a Brown County Veterans Home. 
 
How the Guard helped: 
 

Members of the Guard collected test samples. 
 
 
Personal Protective Equipment Collection 
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Members of the Ohio National Guard and Ohio Military Reserve supported the Ohio Emergency 
Management Agency and the Ohio Department of Health with the state’s collection and storage of 
personal protective equipment (PPE), which is worn by healthcare workers, first responders, and others to 
minimize exposure to hazards. 
 
How the Guard helped: 
 

Ohio Military Reserve received, inventoried, stored, and packaged PPE. 
 
Ohio Air National Guard members supported ODH with logistics and warehousing capacity for 
collected PPE. 

 
Support for Federal Correctional Institution Elkton 
 
The Ohio National Guard, at the request of Governor DeWine, provided soldiers and airmen to 
temporarily support medical staff at Federal Correctional Institution Elkton in Columbiana County.  
 
How the Guard helped: 
 

Service members provided medical services, equipment, and transportation for patients when 
more serious acute care was needed. 
 

Support for Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction 
 
Members provided medical and operational support to several state prisons. 
 
How the Guard helped: 
 

Service members provided medical services, equipment, and transportation for patients when 
more serious acute care was needed. 
 
Provided guard support during prison staffing shortage. 
 

 
Medical resource assessment 
 
The Ohio National Guard is supported medical facilities across the state in building proactive plans to 
expand their capacity so, if the need arose, healthcare professionals could focus on what’s most important 
— treating patients and saving lives.  

 
How the Guard helped: 
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Guard members collaborated with state agencies, hospitals, and other partners to identify high-
capacity sites that could be used for medical expansion if needed.  

 
Food bank assistance  

 
Because food banks and similar organizations are staffed by a large number of volunteers who are high-
risk and encouraged to stay home during this pandemic, the Ohio National Guard is supporting 14 food 
banks and warehouses across the state. 
 
What you can expect to see: 

 
    Guard personnel delivering food to vulnerable populations and assisting foodbanks. 
 

Military vehicles picking up and transporting food from grocery stores warehouses, and/or food 
pantries. 
 
Guard personnel delivering boxes of food to residential homes. 
 
Guard personnel supporting drive-thru and central hub food distribution sites. 
 
 

For additional information, visit coronavirus.ohio.gov. 
 

For answers to your COVID-19 questions, call 1-833-4-ASK-ODH (1-833-427-5634). 
 

 
Your mental health is just as important as your physical health. If you or a loved one are experiencing 
anxiety related to the coronavirus pandemic, help is available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Call the 
COVID-19 CareLine at 1-800-720-9616. 
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